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We are also taking strong actions to pre-
vent our children from smoking. Each day
3,000 children become regular smokers and
1,000 of them will die from a tobacco-related
illness. Last year, my Administration issued
guidelines to eliminate easy access to tobacco
products and to prohibit companies from di-
recting advertising towards children.

To acknowledge our profound responsibil-
ity to nurture the health and development
of America’s children, the Congress, by joint
resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 143), has called for the des-
ignation of the first Monday in October as
‘‘Child Health Day’’ and has requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 6,
1997, as Child Health Day. I call upon my
fellow Americans to join me on that day, and
every day throughout the year, in strengthen-
ing our national commitment to the well-
being of our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 7, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 8.

Proclamation 7034—German-
American Day, 1997
October 6, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America has always drawn its strength

from the millions of people who have come
here in search of freedom and the oppor-
tunity to live out their dreams. Men and
women of different nationalities, different
races, and different religions have made their

own rich and unique contributions to our na-
tional life.

From their arrival at Jamestown in 1607
until the present day, Germans have been
among the largest ethnic groups to make
their home in our country. Like so many oth-
ers, the earliest German settlements in
America were founded by men and women
in search of religious liberty. William Penn
invited a group of German Mennonites to
Pennsylvania, which was to remain a center
of German settlement during the Colonial
period. Other German communities were
founded in New Jersey and New York, as
well as in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, the
Carolinas, and Georgia. In the 19th century,
German pioneers began to settle in the Mid-
west and West, and today a quarter of our
Nation’s population can trace its ancestry to
German origins.

Germans and German Americans have
profoundly influenced every facet of Amer-
ican life. Great soldiers, such as General
Baron von Steuben in our Revolutionary War
and General Norman Schwarzkopf in the
Gulf War, have fought to preserve our free-
dom and defend America’s interests. Sci-
entists such as Albert Einstein and Wernher
von Braun have immeasurably broadened
our horizons, as have artists like Albert
Bierstadt, Josef Albers, Ernestine
Schumann-Heink, Lillian Blauvelt, and Paul
Hindemith. And generations of German
Americans, with their energy, creativity, and
strong work ethic, have enriched the eco-
nomic and commercial life of the United
States. All Americans have benefited greatly
from the labor, leadership, talents, and vision
of Germans and German Americans, and it
is fitting that we set aside this special day
to acknowledge their many contributions to
our liberty, culture, and democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, October
6, 1997, as German-American Day. I encour-
age all Americans to recognize and celebrate
the many gifts that millions of people of Ger-
man ancestry have brought to our national
life.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:47 a.m., October 7, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 8.

Remarks on Campaign Finance
Reform Legislation and an Exchange
With Reporters
October 7, 1997

The President. Thank you very much,
Ann, for your work. And I want to thank all
the other groups here represented for your
labors. I thank Congressman Shays and Con-
gressman Meehan for their work in the
House. And I hope we’ll have something im-
portant for them to do here in just a few
days.

I also want to say a lot of the issues that
need to be raised have obviously been clearly
articulated in the Vice President’s statement
and by Ann, and all of us know them. But
I think it’s important to try to put this into
some context. This problem has been build-
ing up for years. For years the cost of political
campaigns have been escalating, as the cost
of communicating with people through mass
media has gone up and other costs have in-
creased. And that has led to a fundraising
arms race that has overwhelmed and
consumed both parties and candidates all
over our country.

For years, there have been efforts to do
something about this, bipartisan efforts. And
every year of my first term, bipartisan efforts
for reform were met by obstruction, opposi-
tion, and delay, and specifically died a fili-
buster in the United States Senate. For years,
there were interests and there are interests
who actually benefit from the present system;
we have to acknowledge that. And they like
it the way it is, and they would like to keep
it. They have been able, until today, to
smother campaign finance reform in the

shadows, away from the clear light of public
evaluation.

That is what has changed this year. This
year there is a highly public and increasingly
clearly understood moment of truth in Wash-
ington. Today, the Members of our Senate
have it within their power to strike a blow
against politics as usual, and a blow for a bet-
ter future for America. They can pass the
first significant campaign finance reform in
a generation and give voters the loudest vote
in the country, clearly and unambiguously.

The lines are sharply drawn, I will say that
this is much clearer than it has been in years
past. Those who are fighting to preserve the
status quo have made their position crystal
clear. They have said they will use every pro-
cedural device they can muster in both
Houses to keep this from happening. They
seek to use ‘‘poison pill’’ amendments, pro-
posals that would worsen the current system
in the name of reform, and if all else fails,
the filibuster is always there to block the ma-
jority will.

But this is also clear: The tide of reform
is coming in. The one million signatures Ann
mentioned is one example of that. It’s not
just the President who supports McCain-
Feingold legislation. It’s not just groups that
labor here in the vineyards year-in and year-
out. The public supports it. And I believe
when the voting comes, a majority of the
Senate will support it if they are simply al-
lowed to vote on it. All we need now is a
fair vote—yes or no, up or down—reform or
the status quo. The American people are en-
titled to that. They are entitled to see that
this legislation does not die by procedural
maneuvering or ‘‘poison pill’’ amendments.

The choice is plain. A vote for the filibuster
is a vote to keep the soft money system. A
vote for the filibuster is a vote for less disclo-
sure, for weaker enforcement, for back door
campaign spending by so-called independent
groups. A vote for the filibuster is a vote to
kill bipartisan campaign finance reform. And
I hope and believe that will be a vote that
will be difficult to explain to the American
people.

I know some Senators favor provisions that
aren’t in this bill. This legislation is a prin-
cipled compromise. Those of us who support
spending limits and free television time had
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